Our Lady and St Patrick’s RC Primary School
Half-termly Curriculum Newsletter
Class 5
Summer 1
Homework

Set on Google Classroom:
Homework is posted on Friday and the spelling test will be on the
following Friday.
English:
Weekly spellings are set each Friday. Each week, the children receive a
list of 10 words which will focus on practising new spelling rules.
➔ Weekly spelling tests take place on Fridays.
➔ Please make sure children are practising spellings daily where
possible.
There will be a writing task linked to the spellings for the children to
complete.
Maths:
IXL activities linked to the week’s classroom learning. Practice and recall
will help consolidate the new learning.
Please use TTRockstars to practise multiplication table fluency.
Multiplication and division tables knowledge underpins all of the maths
learning that we are covering. Fluency in times tables really does better
equip the children for all new learning.
If you need any passwords for these sites, do contact me via Dojo.
Other:
Once a half term a piece of homework linked to our topic will be set. This
won’t be due until the last day of each half term. This will be set alongside
the weekly homework in the first week of each half term.

Reading for
Pleasure

This half term we will continue to read The Hobbit by J.R.R Tolkien as
voted by class 5.

Writing

Narrative writing
The children will continue our ‘Kensuke’s Kingdom’ extended narrative unit
where they are focussing on descriptive writing including ‘show not tell’.
Then we will finish the half term and apply our learning from Kensuke’s
Kingdom to a second short narrative unit using the Talk for Writing text
The Canal - a warning story.

Maths

Decimals and Percentages
This unit will continue children's understanding of decimals, fractions and
percentages. Children will develop fluency with common decimals,
fractions and percentages, and will learn a range of strategies to convert
between equivalent decimals, percentages and fractions. This will prepare
children for more complex work with decimals, fractions and percentages
in future units.

RE

The unit of learning is called Pentecost.
The children will be able to make links to show how feelings and beliefs
about the use of transforming energy affects their behaviour and that of
others. The children will be able to hear their own and other people’s
ideas about questions that are difficult to answer about transforming
energy and its uses.

History

Ancient Greece
In this unit, the children will explore the achievements of Ancient Greece,
including its impact and influence on the Western World. The children will
learn what the Greeks believed in and how their beliefs influenced their
culture and their achievements.

Art

Clay
This half term the children will be exploring different techniques used in
producing clay forms. The class will be visited by a local ceramicist, Emily
Parr, to start off their learning using the medium of clay. Then, the
children will use their Ancient Greek geography focus as inspiration as
they look at different forms and surface patterns. They will consider
how these forms and patterns have been developed over the years and
are being used in art today. By the end of the unit they will have learnt
about different techniques and experimenting with tools and materials to
create different forms, textures and mark making on our own Ancient
Greek inspired pots.

RHE

Our RHE theme for this half term is: ‘created and loved by God’. The
teaching in this unit is based on and supplemented by a TV drama series:
Paradise Street.
Paradise Street is an original drama series for Upper Key Stage Two which
follows the story of 4 friends – Finn, Leyla, Marcus and Siobhan – who have
different personal and social experiences related to growing up and puberty.
Each episode lasts about 10 minutes and is followed by a time of teacher-led
discussion with the pupils. Each session also includes an episode of “Delving
Deeper into Paradise Street” in which two fun presenters explore the issues in
the drama and provide some teaching for pupils (which also acts as guidance
and support for teachers). Each concludes with a time of personal writing
which will help the children to digest and personalise the teaching.
This term, the childrens’ learning begins with a focus on the Gospel story
‘Calming of the Storm’. The children will consider experiences of change,
growth and development, and the trust that they can have in the person
of Jesus through times of trial and tribulation. This is the religious and
spiritual foundation for our RHE learning this term. The children will go on
to learn that celebrating differences between people is enriching to a
community and know that their self-confidence should arise from being
loved by God. They will learn about the physical changes that boys and
girls go through during puberty and how they should respect and take
care of their bodies as gifts from God. Then the children will learn about
pressures that they may experience from themselves, others and the
media. They will develop ideas on how to build resilience through
thankfulness, and learn techniques to help them manage their thoughts,
feelings and actions in order to cope with new or difficult feelings such as
romance and rage.

PE

On Thursdays, the children will be learning a range of running, jumping and
throwing skills in their athletics focussed PE lessons.
Commencing Friday 6th May, the children will begin travelling to Dawlish
Leisure centre to complete a swimming lesson each week. This will
continue to take place each Friday until the end of term.

Forest
School

Class 5 will be taking part in Forest School on a Monday afternoon. Can
you ensure your child brings in a change of clothes for Forest School. This
is a chance for the children to explore the outdoors and learn outdoor
skills.

Computing

This half term the children will continue to learn about 3D design skills.
The children will be exploring how Mars Rover moves, follows instructions,
collects and sends data.

Teacher
contact:

Class 5 Dojo Page.

Please note that teachers are teaching from 8.30am - 3.15pm. If your contact is
urgent please contact the school office office@olsp.uk during the school day.
There is no requirement for a teacher to reply to emails or class dojo messages
received after 5pm or at the weekend.

